Saint Clare of Assisi Driving Away the Infidels with the Eucharist (1863)
By Isidoro Arredondo
The feast of Saint Clare is August 11

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church nourishes parishioners in their
relationship with Jesus Christ through reverent liturgy, intentional
discipleship, and service to others.

Look to your covenant, O Lord,
and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever.
Arise, O God, and defend your cause,
and forget not the cries of those who seek you.
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Music: Alvez T. Barkoskie IV, © 2022.
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The night of the passover was known beforehand to our fathers,
that, with sure knowledge of the oaths in which they put their faith,
they might have courage.
Your people awaited the salvation of the just
and the destruction of their foes.
For when you punished our adversaries,
in this you glorified us whom you had summoned.
For in secret the holy children of the good were offering sacrifice
and putting into effect with one accord the divine institution.

Text: The Revised Grail Psalms, © 2010, Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.;
Refrain, Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Refrain: Lumen Christi Missal, © 2012, 2014, Illuminare Publications. Licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License.; verses, Meinrad Tone 8.

Brothers and sisters: Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of
things not seen. Because of it the ancients were well attested.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to go. By faith
he sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise; for he was looking forward to the city
with foundations, whose architect and maker is God. By faith he received power to
generate, even though he was past the normal age —and Sarah herself was sterile—
for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy. So it was
that there came forth from one man, himself as good as dead, descendants as
numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore.
All these died in faith. They did not receive what had been promised but saw it and
greeted it from afar and acknowledged themselves to be strangers and aliens on
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earth, for those who speak thus show that they are seeking a homeland. If they had
been thinking of the land from which they had come, they would have had
opportunity to return. But now they desire a better homeland, a heavenly one.
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for
them.
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises was ready to offer his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac
descendants shall bear your name.” He reasoned that God was able to raise even
from the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol.

Stay awake and be
ready! For you do
not know on what
day your Lord will
come.
Jesus said to his disciples: “Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like
servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open
immediately when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the
master finds vigilant on his arrival.
Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself, have them recline at table, and proceed to
wait on them. And should he come in the second or third watch and find them
prepared in this way, blessed are those servants. Be sure of this: if the master of the
house had known the hour when the thief was coming, he would not have let his
house be broken into. You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect,
the Son of Man will come.”

The faithful express their participation by bringing forward bread and wine for
the celebration of the Eucharist and other gifts for the needs of the Church and the
poor. You may also make a gift to the parish by scanning the QR code below.
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Text and Music © 2010, ICEL.

Through him, and with him,
and in him, O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us / grant us peace.
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Only baptized, practicing Catholics in a state of grace are permitted to receive
communion all others may remain in your pews during the communion procession.
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our
brothers and sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy
Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the
sad divisions that separate us.

Beátus servus, quem,
cum vénerit Dóminus,
invénerit vigilántem:
amen dico vobis,
super ómnia bona sua
constítuet eum.

Blessed is the servant
whom the Lord, when he comes,
will find to be vigilant.
Truly, I say to you,
he will establish him over all his
possessions.
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On the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi),
the Catholic Church in the United States began a National Eucharistic Revival.
As part of this revival we will chant the 13th century hymn, Ave Verum at the
conclusion of communion each week during the summer. There are numerous
choral settings of this beautiful text, several of which have been sung by our
choirs, but the chant is the oldest. While the choir is away for the summer, now is
a great time for us to learn this chant which is around 700 years old.

Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, the very Body which suffered and was sacrificed on the
cross for humankind, and whose pierced side overflowed with water and blood: in the agony of death
be for us a foretaste of heaven, O kind and loving Jesus, son of Mary.
Text: Ave verum, ascr. to Innocent VI, d. 1362
Tune: AVE VERUM, Irregular; Mode VI.
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Text: Based on Psalm 24; Macht hoch die Tür; George Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. by Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878.
Tune: TRURO, LM, Williams’ Psalmodia Evangelica, Part II, 1789
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