The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary by Giotto,
in the Scrovegni Chapel Padua, Italy (c. 1305)
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is on September 8

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church nourishes parishioners in their
relationship with Jesus Christ through reverent liturgy, intentional
discipleship, and service to others.

You are just, O Lord,
and your judgment is right;
treat your servant in accord
with your merciful love.

2

3

4

All:

Choir:
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Who can know God’s counsel, or who can conceive what the LORD intends? For
the deliberations of mortals are timid, and unsure are our plans. For the corruptible
body burdens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has many
concerns. And scarce do we guess the things on earth, and what is within our grasp
we find with difficulty; but when things are in heaven, who can search them out?
Or who ever knew your counsel, except you had given wisdom and sent your holy
spirit from on high? And thus were the paths of those on earth made straight.

Text: The Revised Grail Psalms, © 2010, Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.;
Refrain, Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Refrain, Alvez Barkoskie IV © 2016, 2022; Conception Abbey Tone 4.

I, Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus, urge you on behalf of
my child Onesimus, whose father I have become in my imprisonment; I am sending
him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I should have liked to retain him for myself,
so that he might serve me on your behalf in my imprisonment for the gospel, but I
did not want to do anything without your consent, so that the good you do might
not be forced but voluntary. Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while,
that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave,
a brother, beloved especially to me, but even more so to you, as a man and in the
Lord. So if you regard me as a partner, welcome him as you would me.
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Let your face shine
upon your servant; and
teach me your laws.

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and addressed them, “If
anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does
not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of you
wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if
there is enough for its completion? Otherwise, after laying the foundation and
finding himself unable to finish the work the onlookers should laugh at him and
say, ‘This one began to build but did not have the resources to finish.’ Or what king
marching into battle would not first sit down and decide whether with ten thousand
troops he can successfully oppose another king advancing upon him with twenty
thousand troops? But if not, while he is still far away, he will send a delegation to
ask for peace terms. In the same way, anyone of you who does not renounce all his
possessions cannot be my disciple.”

The faithful express their participation by bringing forward bread and wine for
the celebration of the Eucharist and other gifts for the needs of the Church and the
poor. You may also make a gift to the parish by scanning the QR code below.
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Priest:

Pray brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

Then the people stand and respond:

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Text and Music © 2010, ICEL.

Through him, and with him,
and in him, O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us / grant us peace.
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Only baptized, practicing Catholics in a state of grace are permitted to receive
communion all others may remain in your pews during the communion procession.
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our
brothers and sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy
Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the
sad divisions that separate us.

Vovéte, et réddite Dómino Deo vestro,
omnes qui in circúitu ejus affertis
múnera:
terríbili, et ei qui aufert spíritum
príncipum:
terríbili apud omnes reges terræ.

Make vows unto the Lord your God,
and accomplish them,
all you who gather around him
to present offerings;
to the awesome God who takes away
the life of princes;
he is greatly feared by all the kings of
the earth.

Text: The Revised Grail Psalms, © 2010, Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.;
Refrain, Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL.
Music: Refrain, Richard Proulx, © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.; verses, Joseph Gelineau.
Music in this worship aid is reproduced under OneLicense.net – License #A-705350 unless otherwise indicated or in the Public Domain.
Some English translations of the Introit, Offertory, and Communion Antiphons from the Graduale Romanum, tr. Solesmes Abbey, licensed
in the Creative Commons. Some English translations of the Introit and Communion Antiphons from The Roman Missal, third edition ©
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). Some English translations of the Offertory Antiphon from The Proper
of Mass, by Samuel F. Weber © 2015, St. Meinrad Archabbey. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the
United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington,
DC. All rights reserved.
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Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, the very Body which suffered and was sacrificed on the
cross for humankind, and whose pierced side overflowed with water and blood: in the agony of death
be for us a foretaste of heaven, O kind and loving Jesus, son of Mary.
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