Adoration of the Mystical Lamb (Ghent Altarpiece) 15th century

Lo! The angel’s food is given
To the pilgrim who has striven;
See the children’s bread from heaven,
which on dogs may not be spent.

Very bread, good shepherd, tend us,
Jesu, of your love befriend us,
You refresh us, you defend us
In the land of life to see.

Truth the ancient types fulfilling,
Isaac bound, a victim willing,
Paschal lamb, its life blood spilling,
Manna to the fathers sent.

You who all things can and know,
Who on earth such food bestow, Grant
us with your saints, though lowest,
Where the heav’nly feast you show,
Fellow heirs and guests to be.
Amen. Alleluia.
excerpt from The Sequence for Corpus Christi,
Lauda Sion

1 O saving Victim! opening wide the gate of heaven to man below, our foes press hard on every side, Thine
aid supply, thy strength bestow. 2 All praise and thanks to thee ascend for evermore, blest One in Three; O
grant us life that shall not end in our true native land with thee. Amen.

Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225-1274; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878, John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, and others
Tune: DUGUET, LM; Dieudonné Duguet, 1794-1849

At the sound of the bell, all stand. All kneel when the priest kneels and sing the
hymn below.

1 Therefore so great a Sacrament let us fall down and worship, and let the old law give way to a new rite,
and let faith stand forward to make good the defects of sense. 2 To the Father and the Son be praise and joy,
health, honor and virtue and blessing, and to him proceeding from both be equal praise. Amen.

Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225-1274; tr. cpdl.org
Tune: ST. THOMAS (Wade); 87 87 87; John F. Wade, 1711-1786
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After the hymn the priest or deacon chants or says the following and the people
respond:
Presider:
People:

You have given them Bread from heaven.
Having within it all sweetness.

Then the priest or deacon stands and says the following prayer while the people
remain kneeling:
Presider:

People:

Lord Jesus Christ, you gave us the Eucharist as the memorial of
your suffering and death. May our worship of this sacrament of
your body and blood help us to experience the salvation you
won for us and the peace of the kingdom where you live with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Then the priest or deacon goes to the altar and offers the Eucharistic Blessing. The
people make the sign of the cross as they are blessed. Then the priest kneels before
the Blessed Sacrament and all recite the Divine praises together.

Blessed be God.
Blessed be his holy name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.
Blessed be the name of Jesus.
Blessed be his most sacred heart.
Blessed be his most precious blood.
Blessed be Jesus in the most holy sacrament of the altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.
Blessed be the Mother of God, Mary most holy.
Blessed be her holy and immaculate conception.
Blessed be her glorious assumption.
Blessed be the name of Mary, virgin and mother.
Blessed be Saint Joseph, her most chaste spouse.
Blessed be God in his angels and in his saints.

The priest or deacon places the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle and the
congregation stands and sings the hymn on the back of this worship aid.
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Music: All the music and the text for the music in this worship aid is reproduced under OneLicense.net – License
#A-705350 unless otherwise indicated or in the Public Domain.

4

